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World's smallest theater packs the house in 

Vetriano, Italy

THEATER SEPTEMBER 1, 2012 BY: CAROL STIGGER

�I�ve seen larger doll houses,� I thought after 

my tour of Teatrino 

(http://www.conventionbureaulu.it/congreTeatrino di Vetriano - Vetriano, Pescagliassi/499/?lang=en) , a 

diminutive theater (http://www.examiner.com/topic/theater) in the tiny hamlet of Vetriano, above 

Pescaglia, Italy. It is in the Guinness Book of Records for being the smallest historical theater still in 

use. Our driver showed admirable expertise getting us there along narrow, twisting roads. 

Surprisingly, there were a few parking spots along the cobblestone lane running past the ticket 

window.

Inside, ninety-nine chairs � including chairs in the two tiers of balconies on either side � face a fully 

equipped stage. Perhaps they could squeeze in a few more seats? The docent explained that if the 

theater seated 100, they would have to install safety features such as exit signs and fire 

extinguishers, which would ruin the restoration. People with balcony seats have to enter through the 

roof.

World's smallest historic theater still in use

Credits:  Carol Stigger 
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The theater opened in 1889 after a benefactor donated an 

old barn and some start-up money to the hamlet�s 200 

residents. They agreed to do build the theater inside the 

barn and decorated the walls with beautiful painted accents. 

They had no money left for chairs, so they brought their 

own.

The theater was reopened in 2002 after a faithful 

restoration. That is why the theater seats look like padded 

kitchen chairs. Some have bronze plaques recognizing 

contemporary benefactors. The Kennedy Family chair is in 

the front row. Kennedys occasionally attend a performance.

Puccini (http://www.examiner.com/topic/puccini/articles) was in the audience at least once. The townsfolk 

were so thrilled, they sang to him. Puccini remarked, �If I had brought my rifle I would shoot it.�

The townsfolk reaction is not recorded.

Carol Stigger, Bolingbrook World Travel Examiner 

Carol Stigger is a travel writer specializing in Italy and other European destinations 

as a solo traveler. She lives in Rome every spring and in India every winter 

volunteering with a community development organization. She lives in a Chicago 

suburb with two Boston Terriers enjoying frequent...

Location: Teatrino di Vetriano, 

Vetriano, Pescaglia, Italy 
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