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Finding Puccini's piano in Lucca, Italy
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Gather around Puccini 

(http://www.examiner.com/topic/puccini/articles) �s 

piano (http://www.examiner.com/topic/piano) and 

imagine a small child playing scales � over and 

over. Far more difficult to imagine is the music 

that played in the little boy�s head. Did he 

discover notes to imitate a bird�s song, his 

mother�s voice and the clomping of horse 

shoes on the cobblestones outside the window 

of his family's home?

Giacomo Puccini was born in this house in 

1858 in Lucca 

(http://www.examiner.com/topic/lucca/articles) , Italy (http://www.examiner.com/topic/italy) , and enjoyed a 

happy childhood thanks to his family�s economic security. When his father died, Giacomo was just 

six years old. His mother, in greatly reduced circumstances, managed to keep the family together in 

their home. Giacomo was able to continue his education and in 1880 moved to Milan to study at the 

Conservatory.

Puccini composed most of his music on this piano

Credits:  Lucca Promos 
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The house has been expertly restored and entrusted to the Giacomo Puccini Foundation, which 

opened it to the public in 2011. It is furnished with antiques, many of them from the Puccini Family. 

On the walls hang Puccini Family portraits and a family tree. Puccini�s overcoat shows his sense of 

style, and an elaborate costume from an early performance of Turadot sets off an aria in the minds 

of visitors. One room is devoted to the master's awards; many of his letters and documents are 

stored in archival drawers.

But really, isn�t it mostly about the piano? It is a Steinway purchased by Puccini in 1901. He 

composed most of his music on this instrument, including his last opera 

(http://www.examiner.com/topic/opera) , Turadot. An expert, historical restoration verified that the piano 

has kept intact its original characteristics. Therefore, the piano sounds exactly the way it did when 

Puccini played it.

Out of respect for the maestro, we did not touch a single key.

Carol Stigger, Bolingbrook World Travel Examiner 

Carol Stigger is a travel writer specializing in Italy and other European destinations 

as a solo traveler. She lives in Rome every spring and in India every winter 

volunteering with a community development organization. She lives in a Chicago 

suburb with two Boston Terriers enjoying frequent...
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