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Italy: Puccini's Lucca

Sharch iy we

The promise of moving stories and beautifil voices brings thousands each  CELEBRATION TRAVELERS ARE TALKING

summer to the Grand Teatro Puccini outside Lucea. Puceini’s operas have — ABOUT...
outiived music trends. His haunts in Lucea province hold keys to the
maesiro’s Hmeless appeal. iy

v Dimang Peck

Noone listens to *Omio balibino caro.” Thrandors *Nessun dorma” or Tusea's "Viss d'Arte”
without reliving i piercing heartache, Giseotmn Puceint infused mmsic with intense emotion. The
promise of movingstories and impassiongd voicos s thousands each Sutmer 1o Torra del
Lago where Edgar, La Boléme, Imm Merdoome Buttenfly, La Fanciulla det West, and Trirandos

.)l‘\ nra \11<'L bonnd sudience

These operd classies are gifts from Gineomo
Paecini who famously ststed, “Art isan
lness,” oy enizmutie quote fran i Compaer
whase operas have garmered legions of
adimirers, Puceini’s hauots in Luees provinee
shied Tight on the incondiany fooks of

his statement

Celle: Paceini Museum

Niusen, preserves the Gest peint of thetale. In

The family's village home, now the Cell

cantrist to his upera locations—Jagpan, China, 1’m~ Rame, Calitornia—Puceni lived his entire

aeca’s medieval walls or in the

life in Locca provinee. I ehitldbood, he resided withind 1lliep
village of Celle. As pleasint an excursion for opera fans as it was for thee child Giseomia, Celle

resembles the village in Edgar, Puecini’s first opera,

Dpera seores composed by bis grandfather and father Hive bookiisss, evidenes of the nisical

dynasty established by Puesinis grest-zreat giindfather,

Giwoma pertaps listened at the doorway 1o these accomplished adults, In the upstairs

room, his music nrnaniui, o smalb wooden keyboaed opersted by belliws, wvere

put into daily practice, Glass cases in the dining veom display drofis of Le Villi and Eedgar, his

first successful operus which provided futds for him o regain ownership of this ancestral honie
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Lucea: San Martino Cathedral, San - ’
Celebraltion Traveier

Pauling Church, Puceini Museum, Caffe L # L

¥ 2 L N p vy Like <3
di Simo, Teatro di Giglio, Ristocante
Puceini.

For glimpses of Giteomo asa schoolboy and

yaung man, visit Loaeca’s eathoedral, Puceini's

R and his beloved cafe. Posee

L2l U;\l‘:- Paecini's musie tran 1N

L UPiza Antelminel) where he togk

part in religious festivals as asoloist, chopisier,

md later as assistont ulh.:lll st, Like Ik!ﬁ forefathers, }'uu: inf |\i.m\i thie organ at the Chureh of San

sl Muses (Corte San IAJFl'.H'(!‘.i. t_a)
unmerses yvou ity Pudsdnsworld, As Poceini’s
heroines sing in the background, perise
ki

photogra

letters, notes, original winsiy seores,

«Aamily portraits, awards and

Stemmway grand plano.

A new opera crused § sénsatfon, far thie musie
aswell as the elabornte sebsand crstisnes.

In Turandat’s 1926 premiere performance,

regil hendpiece and sith velvit cape coiled

thiembroidered dragons. [t stands i n lass st nest o one uanlnlm 12 Pugeint’s wool
and black fedora that beworeat a rakish angle.

A bironze statie of Puccind in the adjacent plisseshows the macsten in is prime, seited
e (ViR Fillongo, 58'™

vorcecould be heard among the poets,

his pleasure, & Toscanu ciparette in hand. Ay Caite

[iiiﬂl_!l:k‘b". ],Jhl.{:ml])ih‘m and musicians that

gathered in the wood-pancied interio
svene recalls Lo Bohéme Act 11, 1 lived that

Bohdme, said Puecind, “whien there wisn't yet

any thotwht stirriug in my beain of seeking he

themie of an pperi:

riring his impoverished stadent days at the

Milan Conservatory, be wrate thut he pawrial
his possessions to pay the rent. in La Bohénie
Mimi. Contimue e

Act VI the friends sell earrings and wy overcoat to biy wediclne for the ailing

Lephindi Giglio where a revised version of the operi Edgar met with suceess in 1801, I the
Piazze del Giglio under 4 eentury-old sveamore troe, a paifiter dabbed with is brush a1 Puccini's

ey, captunng hissepsual heavy-lidded gaze.

While writing an epers, Puecing aften fell in love with i swomman akin 1o his protagonigt. He ealled

th

s fleeting affaiss his “livde gacdens,” At BiEtraue I i {Clrte San Lovenzo, §) tle

npew muse: Entwined with his ereative

Buenasera players enact a-skit of Puesing o the hunt for

1an aifair

process wers gumourettes, little flings he had with niimerotis woimen. dn 1884, he heg

with his prane sthdent whowas the wife of & praminent Lucches) basinessma, He pursuod
Ebvir relentlessiv, Disenssing his text opera Manon Lascaut with his music pulilisher, Puceini
declared, “1 shall feel it asan [tulian, with désperate passion.” Ardent declarations of love miike
forstirring music, “Vissi d'Arte.” the well-known song from Toson exprosses Puccini's two grea)
driving foress: loveand artl Tosea sings, "1 gave miv song 1o the $tars, to heavon, which smiled

with more beaaty-"

Torre del Lago: Villa Museo Puceini, Puceini Opera Festival

He and Blvira attempted to ive openly in
Laeent, bt the Luechesi shamoed ther into
fleeing to the outskirts, Puceind fived most of
Ris st life and weote all his major operas af
hia Torree del Lago vills, 12 miles from
Luwes. Photos on the walls g h

Bupling show Lilum.:cﬂmlhlnmi lse ‘.\ili’uul

shaffeur

aglossy black Packard: In 1905, his
dirove the familv ear off the road. Putcini’s leg

wis fractured so severely that bie lineped for

the rest of his life,
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Hecompleted Mddame Butterfly during the Tong convaleseehice, buasting that pato wauld nor

stop him. | 1

cint’s study at the vitla dispinyvs his gun

When Elivita’s husband died, Puceini in

collae
19ug Becatmien married man, He hunted duals in
veds of Lake Masssclueeoli in the moring

» ther

then drove 1o 2 eafe fn Lucea or Viar

Hemay have « wpe domestic

squatiling. In 19059, the ous Elvira

ted the waid to suicide, o sad ineident not
mlike the tragicend of his hérbines in Mddaine

Butterfly, Toseo, and Turandot

Elvirn wasng

t faroff the mark. It carnie to light in

20007 in letters written from 1908 1o 1622 that

atuliie Manfredi whose futher owned Chalet d itio

Puteini had fallen for the maid's consin,

toew Ristorante Chalet del Lago) acréss feom Villa Puceini, In appearnnee and mannerisms, she

wise Minnie in La Fanciullo del West.

Adl thisd

breast, singing of unbearable pain #s if to make the heavens weep. We exited the theitor with

lear-streaked faces: Limagine the hervine lingering by ‘s embrace.
Sy - :

Farewel) death arias were Puccini’s forte but tepot his deathn 1624 from throat canicer, Tie widte

bluntly, “Poir Elvira, thigis the end:™ The world mourned. e Milan cathiedral celoed with thie

funeral procession iy Edygar Aet 1L, In the apera, Filelia sitgs, ~addio, mio dotee amor,” biddine

g falls

ng B toavait for ber i leaver, Her plesdi

tarewgll 1o her'sweet lve and bese

o an empty casket holding Bdaar's armor

The Villa Puedini ¢hapel contains Puecini's bones but cone sening when his herolie takes the

g, hedssues from the ghostly otherwardd and joins her, —tear aned phiotayraphy By Bonna

Peck
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